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where everyone can share in the love and
joy ofmusic.

Now in its fourth year, the series, con-
ceived and launched by volunteers, also
aims to provide fundraising support for
selected charities. Tonight’s event, to be
held at Damansara Performing Arts Cen-
tre inDamansaraPerdana, is in support of
Make-A-WishMalaysia.

With today also being Earth Day, the
theme for this year’s concert is “Celebrat-
ing Earth Day for a Brighter Future”.

“Last time, we didn’t have many plat-
forms for music. The opportunity to per-
form was rare. I can see that the music
scene here is slowly coming up,” begins
Hooduringourmeetingneartheuniversity
in Cheras, Kuala Lumpur.

ENCHANTINGEVENING
Classical music is at the core of all the
musicweheartoday,saysHoo,whoteaches
music history and theory and keyboard
skills.“BackwhenIwasstudyingintheUS,
therewasaradiochannelplayingclassical
music. It’s in their culture. So I want to
introduce this genre here but integrate it
withpopsongsbecauseIdon’twanttobore
people. An injection of contemporary will

appeal to people better.”
Tonight,theaudiencewillbeentertained

by such classical instrumental pieces like
Mozart’s Twinkle Twinkle Little Star, catchy
poptunessuchasMichaelJackson’sManIn
TheMirror,Broadwayblockbusterssuchas
Tomorrow fromtheclassicAnnieandorigi-
nal compositions by composer LimHoong
Bee, Hoo’s colleague at UCSI University.

“We also selected a few songs that
will reflect the Earth Day theme this year,
such asMichael Jackson’s Earth Song and
Woodie Guthrie’s This Land Is Your Land,”
says Hoo, adding that Lim was more
than happy to expand her repertoire by
composing two original songs to reflect
the theme and the beneficiary.

In addition to Hoo and Lim, the line-up
also includes another of Hoo’s colleague,
drummerChoongHueyuenandasix-piece
band called MARJ, which was randomly
formed for a university course. Singer-
songwriter Aina Abdul, who also made a
guest appearance in the previous recital,
is the lead vocalist.

“Getting the performers wasn’t a chal-
lenge. Yes, they go by gig, so it can cost a
lot. Butwhen I pitched the ideabehind this
recital, theysaid‘yes’rightaway.Gettingthe
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I want people to
realise that it’s
actually not that
difficult to do good.

HooSimLi

good. Music, I’ve discovered, is a great
de-stressor forme.

Musictherapy.org states that music is
also used as therapy to address physical,
emotional, cognitive, and social needs of
individuals. Music therapy also provides
avenues for communication that can be
helpful to those who find it difficult to
express themselves in words.

That’s the power ofmusic.
Andit’sthissamepowerthathasdriven

HooSimLi,apianistandfull-timelecturer
in the Institute of Music, UCSI University
Kuala Lumpur, to organise All About Love
Benefit Recital Series, an annual event
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ALL ABOUT LOVE
BENEFIT RECITAL SERIES
WHEN Tonight at 8pm
WHERE DPAC Theatre, H-01,
Empire Damansara, Jalan
PJU 8/8, Damansara Perdana,
Petaling Jaya, Selangor
TICKETS RM50 and RM30
(DCardmembers: RM45 and
RM27)
RESERVATIONCall 012- 627 5005

sponsors and venue, now that’s the main
hurdle. That’s why I applied to DPAC and
I’msograteful that theyagreed tosponsor
this show,” sharesHoo, smiling.

LIFE-CHANGINGEXPERIENCE
“A man named Reno changed my life,”
recalls the 29-year-old Hoo of her AAL
journey. “He’s 76 and he helpedmy family
a lot. Back in 2015, we needed someone
to ferry my dad around for his therapies
and medical check-ups. My mum was
getting exhausted and the taxi cost us a
lot So my brother got a number from a

And it’s withmusic that Hoo extends a
helping hand, with all proceeds going to
selectedbeneficiaries.Thelasttworecitals
in 2015 and 2016 saw the proceeds chan-
nelled to the National Stroke Association
of Malaysia (Nasam) and also the Breast
Cancer Welfare Association Malaysia,
respectively. This year, AAL has selected
Make-A-Wish Malaysia, an organisation
which grants the wishes of children with
life-threatening illnesses. Since its pres-
ence here in 2010, Make-A-WishMalaysia
has granted over 340 wishes to children
nationwide

thestrokeandbreastcancerorganisations
before. They really have good doctors and
therapists.Often,theseNGOslackfunding.
Sothis ismywayofsupportingthem.Idon’t
have any target set for this year’s benefit.
Whatever amount we can make, we’ll
donate.”

It’s not easy to keep things going, Hoo
admits.Thevolunteershave to juggle their
work in addition to this external project.
Sometimes things don’t go smoothly but
Hoo ensures that there’s a back-up plan.

“I’ve had people asking me whether I
can keep doing this every year So far it’s

consider other hands-on projects and
activities,” she says.

THE TEAM
Besides Hoo, the team also comprises
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lot. So my brother got a number from a
volunteer website and Reno was one of
the volunteers. He agreed to help and told
us that we could pay him any amount that
we could afford. That small kind gesture
from a stranger, now a dear family friend,
promptedme to help people aswell.”

nationwide.
Last year, AAL raised RM15,600 in

support of the Breast Cancer Welfare
Association.

Hoo shares: “I’ve worked closely with

can keep doing this every year. So far, it s
‘yes’. But I’m open to ideas too; we don’t
have to do just recitals. We’d be happy to
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Hooplaying thepianoat theprevious recital.

AinaAbdul
performing in the
previous concert.
Shewill be singing
in tonight’s show

aswell.


